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Slackness, n.f. [ Uom flack. J 

1. Loofencfs; not tightnefs. 

2. Negligence; inattention; remiffncfs. 

It con erncth the duty of the church by law to provide, that 
the loofenefs and flacknfs of men may not caufe the com¬ 
mandments of God to be unexecuted. Hooker. 

Thefe thy offices. 

So rarely kind, are as interpreters 

Of my behind-hand flacknefs. Shah. Winter's Tale. 

1 font man’s effeminate flacknefs it begins. 

Who fhould better hold his place 

By wifdom, and luperior gifts receiv’d. Milton's Par. Lojl. 

3. Want of tendency. 

When they have no difpofition to {hoot out above their lips, 
there is a fatknefs to heal, and a cure is very difficultly ef¬ 
fected. Sharp's Surgery. 

4. Weaknefs; not force ; not intenfenefs. 

1 hrough the flacknefs of motion, or long banifhment from 
the air, it might gather fome aptnefs to putrefy. Brerewood. 
Slag. n.f. The drofs or recrement of metal. 

Not only the calces but the glafles of metal may be of dif¬ 
fering colours from the natural colour of the metal, as I have 
obferved about the glafs or Jlag of copper. Boyle. 

Slaie. n.f. A weaver’s reed. Ainfwortb. 

Slain The participle paffive of flay. 

The fain of the Lord {hall be many. If. lxvi. 16. 

The king grew vain. 

Fought all his battles o'er again ; 

And thrice he routed all his foes, and thrice he flew the 
fain. Dryden. 

To Slake, v. a. [from flacky Skinner ; from fock, Iflandick, 
to quench, Mr. Lye.'] 

1. To quench; toextinguilh. 

He did always ftrive 

Himfelf with falves to health for to reftore. 

And fake the heavenly fire that raged evermore. Fa. Queen. 

If I digg’d up thy forefathers graves. 

And hung their rotten coffins up in chains. 

It could not fake mine ire, nor eafe my heart. Sbakef. //.VI. 
She with her cold hand fakes 

His fpirits, the fparks of life, and chills his heart. Crajhaw. 
From lulus’ head 

A lambent flame arofe, which gently fpread 
Around his brows, and on his temples fed; 

Amaz’d, with running water we prepare 
To quench the facred fire, and fake his hair. Dryden. 

The fragrant fruit from bending branches {hake. 

And with the cryftal ftream their third at pleafure fake. 

Blackrnore’s Creation. 

Coarfe are his meals, the fortune of the chace; 

Amidft the running ftream he fakes his third. Addif. Cato. 

2. It is ufed of lime, fo that it is uncertain whether the original 
notion of To faek or fake lime be to powder or quench it. 

That which he faw happened to be frelh lime, and gathered 
before any rain had fallen to fake it. Woodward. 

To Slake, v.n. [This is apparently from faek.] To grow 
lefs tenfe; to be relaxed. 

If fhe the body’s nature did partake. 

Her llrength would with the body’s ftrength decay; 

But when the body’s ftrongeft finews fake t 
Then is the foul moft aCtive, quick, and gay. Davies. 
To Slam. v.a. [lerua, Iflandick ; fchlagen, Dutch.] To (laugh¬ 
ter ; to crufli. A word not ufed but in low converfation. 

To SLA'NDER. v.a. [efclaundrie, French; fandalu/n, Latin.] 
To cenfure falfely; to belie. 

Slander Valentine 

With faHhood, cowardice, and poor defeent. Sbakefpeare. 
He hath flandered thy fervant unto the king. 2 Sa. xix. 27. 
Give me leave to fpcak as carneftly in truly commending it, 
as you have done in untruly and unkindly defacing and fander¬ 
ing it. Whit,gif e. 

Thou do’ft with lies the throne invade, 

By practice harden’d in thy jlandering trade; 

Obtending heav’n for whate’er ills befal. 

And fputt’ring under fpecious names thy gall. Dryden. 

Of all her dears (he never fonder'd one. 

But cares not if a thoufand arc undone. Dryden. 

Sla'nder. n.f [from the verb.] 
j. Falfe inve&ive. 

When Jlanders do not live in tongues; 

When cut-purfes come not to throngs. Shak. K. Lear. 

Since that, we hear he is in arms, 

We think not fo; 

Yet charge the conful with our harms. 

That let him go: 

So in our cenfure of the ftate 
We ftill do wander, 

And make the careful magiftrate 
The mark of fonder, Ben. fabnfon's Catiline. 

2. Difgrace; reproach. 

"Thou fander of thy heavy mother’s womb ! 

Thou loathed iffue of thy father’s loins. Sbakefp. R. Ill, 
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3. Difreputation ; ill name. 

You (hall not find me, daughter. 

After the fander of moft ftep-mothers, 

Ill-ey’d unto you. 

Sla'ndeker. n.f [from fander.] One who belies 

one who lays falfe imputations on another. incr > 

In your fervants fuller any offence againft yourfelf rath 
than againft God : endure not that they {houl'd be raiU" 
fanderers , tell-tales or fowers of difienfton. 

Thou (halt anfwcr for this, thou fandercr. D)' 

Sla'nderous. adj. [from Jlander.] 

1. Uttering reproachful fallhoods. 

What king fo ftrong 

Can tie the gall up in the Jlanderous tongue ? Sboke'iea 
To me belongs rt ‘ 

The care to fliun the Waft of fancTrous tongues: 

Let malice, prone the virtuous to defame. 

Thus with vile cenfure taint my fpotlels name. p... 

2. Containing reproachful fallhoods; calumnious. ■*’ 

I was never able ’till now to choke the mouth of fuch dc- 
tradlors, with the certain knowledge of their Jlanderous un l 

tfUthS ' W 1 t r 1 b'penjer on Ireland. 

We lay thefe honours on this man, 

To eafe ourfelves of divers fand’rous loads. Shak. Jul. Cal. 
As by flattery a man opens his bofom to his mortal enemy’ 
fo by detradtion and a fander ous mifreport he {huts the fame to 
his heft friends. 

Sla'nderously. adv. [from fander ous.] Calumnioufly; Wit || 
falfe reproach. 

I may the better fatisfy them who objedi thefe doubts, and 
fanderoufy bark at the courfes which are held againft that trai¬ 
torous earl and his adherents. Sfenjer on heard. 

1 hey did Jlandrroufy objedf. 

How that they durft not hazard to prefent 
In perlon their defences. Daniels Civil War. 

Slang. The preterite of fing. 

David fang a ftone, and fmote the Philiftine. 1 Sa. xvii. 
Slank. n f An herb. Atnjworth. 

SLAN I'. ) adj. [from fangbe, a ferpent, Dutch. Skinner.] 

SLA'N 1 ING. J Oblique; not direct; not perpendicular. 
Late the clouds 

Juftling, or pulh’d with winds, rude in their (hock, 

Tine the font lightning; whofe thwart flame driv’n down, 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir and pine. 

Milton's Paradift DJI. 

The fun round the globe deferibes th’/Equator line, 

By which wife means he can the whole furvey j 

With a direct or with a fanting ray, ( 

In thtf fucceffion of a night and day. Blackmort. J 

Sla'n tly. 1 adv. [from Jlant.] Obliquely; not perpendi- 
Sla'ntwise. J cularly; flope. 

Some maketli a hollownefs half a foot deep, 

With fower fets in it, fet fantwife afleep. 7 uffer's HuJlorJ. 
SLAP. n.f. [fchleip, German ] A blow. Properly with the 
hand open, or with fomething rather broad than fliarp. 

The laugh, the flap, the jocund curfe go round. Tbomfw. 
Slav. adv. [from the noun.] With a fudden and violent blow. 
Peg’s fervants complained; and if they offered to come into 
the warehoule, then ftrait went the yard fap over their 
noddle. Arbutlmot's Hiflory oj 

To Slap. v. a. [from the noun.] To ftrike with a 
Dick, who thus long had paffive far, 

Hereftroak’d his chin, and cock’d his hat; 

Then fapp'd his hand upon the board. 

And thus the youth put in his word. 

Sla'pdash. inter j. [from fap and dajh.] All at once: as any 
thing broad falls with a Jlap into the water, and dajhes it about. 
A low word. 

And yet, fapdajb , is all again 
In ev’ry finew, nerve, and vein. 

To Slash, v.a. [ Jla/a, to ftrike, Iflandick.] 

1. To cut; to cut with long cuts. 

2. To lafh. Slajh is improper. 

Daniel, a fprightly fwain, that us’d to fafr 
The vig’rous fteeds that drew his lord’s calalh. 

To Peggy's fide inclin’d 


obn Bull 
lap. 


Prior. 


Prior. 


King 


To Slash, v. n. To ftrike at random with a fword; to lay 
about him. 

The knights with their bright burning blades 
Broke their rude troops, and orders did confound, ^ 
Hewing and fajhing at their idle {hades. Fairy QutO’ 
Not that I’d lop the beauties from his book, 

Like fajhing Bentley with his defp’rate hook. ‘ c f { ' 

Slash, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Cut; wound. 

Some few received fome cuts and flafies that had draw n 
blood. Clarendon • 

2 . A cut in cloath. 

What! thisafleeve? 

Here’s fnip and nip, and cut, and flifti and fajh, 

Like to a ccnfor in a barber’s (hop. Shakejpta’- 

. Diftinguift’J 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lan 
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Diftingdi&’d fajl-es deck the great, 

As each excels in birth or flare: 

His oylet-holes are more and ampler; 

J h H C »"? *[A ’fiYenT] Yhc‘middle part of a rope or 

W A C fqu P a°r"’cannot be fo truly drawn upon a fate as jt is con¬ 
ceived in the mind. GrewsCofnol. 

A final I piece of a flat fate the ants laid over the _ hole of 
their neft, when they forefaw it would rain. Addijon s Sp.it. 
To Slate, v. a. [from the noun.] I o cover the root; to tile. 
Sonnets and elegies to Chloris, 

Would raife a Houle about two ftories, 

A lvrick ode would fate. Swift. 

Sla'tkr. n. f. [from fate. ] One who covers with flates or 

tiles 

Sla'tTKRN. n.f. [ faettiy Swcdifh. ] A woman negligent, 

not elegant or nice. 

Without the raffing of which lum. 

You dare not be fo troublefnrue 
To pinch the fiatterns black and blue. 

For leaving you their work to do. Hudilras. 

We may always ubferve, that a goffip in politicks is a fat- 
tent in her family. Addifchs Freeholder . 

The fallow fkin is for the fwarthy put, 

And love can make a fatten/ of a Ilut. Dryden. 

Ecneath the lamp her tawdry ribbans glare, 

The ncw-fcour’d manteau and the fatlcrn air. Cay. 

Sla'ty. adj [from /late.] Having the nature of flate. 

All the ftone that is faty, with a texture long, and parallel 
to the fiteof the ftratum, will fplit only lengthways, or hori-~ 
zontally; and, if placed in any other polition, ’tis apt to give 
way, ftarr, and burft, when any coniiderable weight is laid 
upon it. Woodward on Pojfits. 

SLAVE, n.f [efela.-e, Fiench. It is faid to have its original 
from the Slai i, or Sclavonians, fubdued and fold by the Ve¬ 
netians. ] One mancipated to a mafter; not a freeman; a 
dependant. 

The banifti’d Kent, who in difguife 
Follow’d his enemy king, and did him fervice 
Improper for a Jlave. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

Thou elvifti markt, abortive, rooting hog! 

Thou that waft foal'd in thy nativity 

The fane of nature, and the fon of hell. Sbakefp, R. III. 

Of guefts lie makes them femes 
Inhofpitably. Milton■ 

Slaves to our pnflions we become, and then 
It grows impoffiblc to govern men. Waller. 

The condition of fervants was different from what it is 
now, they being generally faves , and fuch as were bought and 
fold for money. * South. 

Perfpcctive a painter muft not want; yet without fubje/ting 
ourfelves fo wholly to it, as to become faves of it. Dryden. 
To-morrow. Ihoukl we thus exprefs our fiicndfnip. 

Each might receive a fade into his arms: 

This fun perhaps, this morning fun’s the laft, 

That e’er {hall rile on Roman liberty. Addifin's Cato. 
To Slave, v. n. [from the noun ] '1 o drudge; to moil; t«J 

toil. 

Had women been the makers of our laws, 

The men £hould fiave at cards from morn to night. Swift: 
SLAVER, n.f. [ Jaliza, Latin; f*fa t Iflandick.] Spittle 
running from the mouth ; drivel. 

Mathiolus hath a paflage, that a toad communicates its 
venom not only by urine, but by the humidity and flaver of its 
mouth, which will not coiffift with truth. Brown. 

Of all mad creatures, if the leam’d arc right. 

It is the faver kills, and not the bite. ° Poje, 

To Sla'ver. v. n. [from the noun.] 
l- To be fmeared with fpictle. 

Should I 

Slaver with lips, as common as the flairs 
T hit mount the capitol; join gripes with hands 
Made hard with hourly faHhood as with labour. Sbakefp. 
2. To emit fpittle. 

Mifo came with (cowling eyes to deliver a faver in* eood- 
morrow to the two ladies. Sidney 

Why muft he (putter, fpawl, and faver it, 

In vain, againft the people’s fav’ritc ? Swift. 

Io Sla'ver. v.a. To fmear with drivel. 

.7^ w 't c h d by ihe Have he mouths it more and more, 

^ Till with white froth his gown is flavtr'd o’er. Dr.den. 

LA Verer. m.f. [Jiabbacrd, Dutch ; Uom jlnver.] One who 
cannot hoid his fpittle; a driveller; an ideot. 
la very n.f. [Uomfave] Servitude; the condition of a 
Have; the offices of a Have. 

It my diffemings were out of errour, w aknefs, or obfti- 
n»cy in me, yet no man can think it other than the badge and 
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mectu d of Havery , by Lvage rudenefs and Importunate ob* 
trufions of 'violence to have the miff of h.s 

SLAUGHTER, n.f. [on r lau 5 T, Saxon, from j-laejan, ylesan, 

" to llrike or kill.] Maffacre; deftruclion by the (word. 

Sinful Macduff, 

They were all ftruck for thee! 

Not for their own demerits, but for mine, .. 

Fell faugh,er on their fouls. . Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

. On each hand faugkter and gigantick deeds. Milton. 
The pair you fee. 

Now friends below, in clofe embraces join ; 

But when they leave the (hady realms of night, 

W ich mortal heat each other {hall purfuc t .. 

"What wars, what wounds, vehalfiaugbter iha.l en.uc. Dryd. 
To Sla'uchter. v a. [from the noun.] To mailacre; to 
flay ; to kill with the fword. 

Your caftle is furpriz’J, your wife and babes 
Savagely faugbter'd. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Slaughterhouse, n.f. [faughter and hovfe.] Ilouie in 
which beafts are killed for the butcher. 

Away with me, all you whofe fouls abhor 
Th’ uncleanly favour of a f aughterboufe ; 

For I am ftifl’d with the fmell of lin. Sbakefpeare. 

Sla'ugiiterman .n.f [faughter anil man] One employed 
in killing. 

The mad mothers with their howls confus d 
Do break the clouds; as did the wives of Jewry, 

At Herod’s bloody hunting fuughtermen. Shak. Hen. \ . 

Ten chas’d by one, 

Are now each one th efaugbterrnan of twenty. Sbakefpeare. 

See, thou fight’ft againft thy countrymen ; 

And join’ll with them, will be thy faughtermen. Shak. //.VI. 
Sla ughterous, adj. [from faughter.] Dellruclivc; mur¬ 
derous. 

I have fupt full with horrours: 

Direnefs familiar to my faughterous thoughts ^ 

Cannot once Hart me. Sbakef Macbeth. 

Sla'vish. adj. [from fuve.] Servile; mean; bafe; depen¬ 
dant, 

A thing 

More favifli did I ne’er, than anfwering 
A flavc without a knock. Sbakefp. Cymbeline. 

You have among you many a purchas’d (lave. 

Which, like your affes, and your dogs and mules. 

You ufc in abjeft and in flavijh part, 

Bccaufe you bought them. Shak. Merchant f Venice . 

I believe 

That he, the fupreme God, t’ whom all things ill 
Arc but as favijb officers of vengeance. 

Would fend a glift’ring guardian, if need were. 

To keep my life and honour unaffail’d. Milton. 

Thofc are the labour’d births of jlavifh brains; 

Not the effect of poetry, but pains. Denham. 

Slavijh bards our mutual loves rehearfe 
In lying {trains and ignominious verfe. Prior. 

Sla'vishly. adv. [fro mjlavijh.] Servilely; meanly. 
Sla'vjshness. n.f. [from flav'ijh.] Servility; meannefs. 

To SLAY. v.a. preter fw, part. paff. fait, [ fahan, Gothick; 
j-lenn, Sax. faehten , Dutch, to ftrike.] To kill; to butcher; 
to put to death. 

Her father’s brother 

Would be her lord ; or {hall I fay her uncle ? 

Or he that /lew her brothers and her uncle ? Shak. R. Ill; 
Tyrant, {hew thy face: 

If thau b tilt fain, and with no ftroke of mine, 

My wife and children’s ghofts will haunt me ftill Sbakefp. 

T he deadly-handed Clifford few my ftced. Shak. //. VI. 
I faw under the altar the fouls of them that were fain for 
the word of God. Rev. vi. 2. 

Thus there was killing of young end old, and faying of 
Virgins and infants. 2 Mac. v. 1 7. 

Slay and make ready. Gen. xliii. 16; 

Wrath killeth the foolifh man, and envy fjyeth the filly 
One. Job v. 2. 

'I heyyfrw ten thoufand men. Judg i. 4. 

Of Trojan chiefs he view’d a numerous train ; 

All much lamented, all in battle fain. Dryden's Ain, 

Abraham 

By blood and battles muft his pow’r maintain. 

And fay the monarchs, ere he rule the plain. Prior. 

Sla'ver. n.f [from fay.] Killer; murderer; deftroyer. 
Witnefs tire guiltlefs blood poured olt on ground ; 

The crowned often (lain, the foyer crown’d." Fairy Qi/een : 
They flew thofe that were flayers of their countrymen. Abb. 

The flayer of himfelf yet faw I there; 

The gore congeal’d was clotted in his hair : 

With eyes Half clos’d and gaping mouth he lay; 

And grim as when he breath’d hisfullen foul away. Dryden. 
Sleave. n.f. [Ot this word I know not well the meaning: 
fleavc filk is explained by Gou'dn-.an floccus feriius , a lock of filk ; 
and the women ftill fay feave the Jill t for untwifl it. Aiiifwortb 
*4 G cat Is 
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